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Amendments in the Claims 

This Listing of claims replaces all prior versions and listings of claims in the application: 

Listing of Claims 




(Currently Amended) A dt oo driv e hoad positioning head suspension comprising: 
abase; 

a load beam extending in a first plane hi ving a first end and a second end, a longitudinal 
axis extending between the first end and the sec ond end of the load beam, and a transverse axis 
^tending perpendicular to the longitudinal axis within the first plane; and 

a bend section connecting the base to the: second end of the load beam, the bend section 
including a transverse axis aligned parallel to ths transverse axis of the load beam, and a 
longitudinal axis aligned parallel to the load be* ro longitudinal axis? 

whoroin t ho bmri nnntinn rnmiw" n r 1 lin ^""C ft ft widtil measured thc 



transverse axis of the bend section, and a-rail fJst and second rails extending along tho plat e ina. 



direction parallel to the transverse axis of the bend section, and wherein th e rail oxtondo further ^ 



open channel across at least a portion of the 



extending out of the first plane so as to form an 
width of the bend section , 



(Currently Amended) The suspension of claim 1 wherein the rail ext e nds in two different 



plmes first and second rails extend in second an 



d third planes distinct from the first plane . 



3. (Currently Amended) The suspension of claim 1 wherein tho mil each of the first and 
second rails has a width, a thickness, and a lengt i, and wherein the width of the *ai4 the first and 
second rails is substantially similar to the width of the base plate. 



(Currently Amended) The suspension of 



the first and second rails extend in a direction su1 >stantially normal to the first plane 



o 



(Currently Amended) The suspension of 



claim 2 1 wherein the bend s e ction rail oxtendo 



lainrfrj wherein th e bend q e otion comprio e o a 
o e oond mil, the first and second rails being are separated in the longitudinal axis direction of the 

31 



Received from < 6123329081 > at 7/30/03 1:22:34 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] 



07/30/2003 11:53 



612332< 



MSG INTL 



PAGE 




Serial No. 09/903,024 
Group Art Unit: 26$3 

bend section, tho railoyonnin& on opon ohannol and a portion of the bend section extending in the 
first plane connect the fpt and second rails to gether to form the open channel 

^ (Currently Amended) The suspension of claim 5 1 wherein a cross-section of the 

open channel is substantially U-shaped. 

0 7, (Currently Amended^ The suspension of claim 5 i wherein either the first rail or the 
second rail comprises two segments along its width. 

q 8. (Currently Amended) The suspension of claim * 2 wherein the baoo plato of tho bond 
s ection hao a thickn e ss and whorbin the rail l e ngth io substantially greater than tho thioltneoo of 
the hand section the first and secoVd rails include a portion of the bend section in the first p lane 
that is cut into the shape of the firs\or second rail and then b ent into the second or third plane to 
form the first or second rail . 

^ 9, (Currently Amended) The suspension of claim 2 I wherein a cross-section of the open 
channel is substantially circular. 

^10. (Cunently Amended) The suspension of claim £ i wherein a portion of the bend section 
and tail the first and second rails is remoyed on one side of the longitudinal axis. 

4 1 1 . (Currently Amended) The suspension of claim £ i wherein the load beam has a width 
centered about the longitudinal axis, and wherein the ffttf width of the first and second rails is 
greater than the width of the load beam and no wider than the a width of the base plate. 



j 



12. (Currently Amended) The suspension of claim 2 1 wherein the load beam has a width 
centered about the longitudinal axis, and wherein the rail width the first and second rails is less 
than the width of the load beam. 
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y 

1 3 . (Currently Amended) A suspension membeil 

a plate extending in a first plane, the plate having a width centered about a longitudinal 
axis of the plate; and 

a roil first and second rails coupled to the plajte, the fail first and second rails extending 
along the plat e parallel to a tranovoroo in a direction transverse to the longitudinal axis of the 
plate^aad 

wher e in the rail oxtendo and being spaced apart in tl e longitudinal direction, the first rail further 



extending in a second plane wherein the oooond plan e io and the second rails extending in a third 




plane, the second and third planes being different than the first plan e, wherein a portion of the 
plate extending in the first plane connects the first md second raiirtogether to form an open 



channel having a generally U-shaped cross-section . 



T7 



V4. (Currently Amended) The suspension member of claim 13 wherein the second plane is 
and third planes are perpendicular to the first plane. 

(Currently Amended) The suspension member of claim 13 wherein the second plan e is 
and third planes are at an angle less than 90° from i tie first plane. 

^6. (Currently Amended) The suspension member of claim 13 wherein the second plane i s 
and third planes are at an angle greater than 90° frJm the first plane. 

(Currently Amended) The suspension member of claim 13 wherein a oooond rail is 



oouplod to the plato wherein th e se o e nd rail e xt e nds in a third plan e wh e r e in th e third plan e i s 
different than th e first plan e the second and third planes extend at different angles from the first 
plane . 



18. (Currently Amended) The suspension meinber of claim 47 13 wherein the second plane 
and the third plane are curved. 
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J^T^ (Currently Amended) A head suspension) comprising: 
abase; 

a load beam; and 

a bend section having a first end and a sedond end, the first end being coupled to the load 
beam and the second end being coupled to the ba se? 

wh e rein the bend oootion compris e ^ a bas e plate extending in a first plane, and ertftti first 
and second rails coupled to the plate A wh e r e in the first rail e xtends extending in a second plane 
and the second rail extending in a third plane, wi erein the first plate is plane being different from 

the first plan e second and third planes, and a por ion of the base Plate extending in the first plane { 

j 

connects the first and second rails to form an op< ;n channel across the bend section in a direction y 



transverse to a longitudinal axis of the head susp ension 



20 



(Currently Amended) A suspension meipber comprising: 
a base extending in a first plane; 
a load beam extending in a first plane; afnd 
stiffening means coupling the base and load beam for maximizing translation*! stiffness 
of the load beam in a direction out of the first plane while minimizing rotational stiffness of the 



ioaa oeam. ine snnenmg means including nr 
transverse to a longitudinal axis of the susner 


si and second rails extending in a direction X 
if ion member and further extending in a direction \ 


out of the first plane, the first and second rail 


s being spaced apart in a direction of the 


longitudinal axis and being connected bv a p< 


rtion of the stiffening means |hat extends in the first 


plane so as to form a open channel/ 

21. (New) A head suspension comprisin 
abase; 

a load beam extending in a first plan > 
axis extending between the first end and the s 


having a first end and a second end, a longitudinal 
>econd end of the load beam, and a transverse axis 



extending perpendicular to the longitudinal 



axis 



within the first plane; and 



6 



Received from < 6123329081 > at 7/30/03 1:22:34 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] 



07/30/2003 11:53 



6123321 



MSG INTL 



PAGE 11 




Serial No. 09/903,024 
Group Art Unit 2653 

a bend section connecting the base to the seccfod end of the load beam, the bend section 
including a transverse axis aligned parallel to the transverse axis of the load beam, and a 
longitudinal axis aligned parallel to the load beam longitudinal axis, a width measured along the 
transverse axis of the bend section, and a rail haviAg a width extending in a direction parallel to 
the transverse axis of the bend section and a length extending out of the first plane, wherein the 
rail includes at least two separate segments along the rail width. 
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